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The engraving opposite our first 
age of this humber is a portrait of 
the short horn bull, Niagara, the pro- 
perty of. M. L. Sullivant, Esq. of 
Columbus, and is justly esteemed by 
that gentleman; stock of his get be- 
ing unusually fine and generally a 
rich roan in color. Mr. Sullivant 
stands deservedly high amongst the 
breeders of our neighborhood, and 
possesses every facility to carry out 
his views, having the wherewithal, 
and a princely estate of 5500 acres 
of land, surpassed in quality by none 
in the State of Ohio. His stock 1s 
extensive, and portraits of some of 
his finest seth will occasionaily 
einbelish our pages. In addition to 
the one here given, we have at pres- 


ent in hand his bull Red Jacket, his | 
fine cow Flora, imported by the Ohio | 


Company, and purchased by him at 
their sale for $1300, and his splen- 
did cow, Bertha, imported. As the 
pedigrees of each of these wiil ap- 
pear with their portraits, we deem 
itunnecessary to make further men- 
tion of them at this time. To the 


ubove list we may add Bertha 2d, | 
Bertha 3d, Flora, 2d, Flora by Fa- | 


vorite, Premium, Jessica, Belinda, 
Dahlia, Jessica 2d, Dahlia 2d, Emma, 
and Lady Bett. Young bulls Rich- 
mond, General Washington, and four 
or five others, and an innumerable 
herd of grade animals, some of them 
very fine. Mr.S. is also a raiser of 
mules, and has several superior jacks. 
Niagara was got by Jupiter, dam 
Albina, by Don Pedro, (1926) g. d. 
Adeliza, by Frederick, (1080) Adel- 
za was imported with Devonshire, 
by B. Rodman, in 1829, g. g. d. 
Adela, by Orpheus, (473) g. g. g. d. 
er Alfred, (23) g. g. g. g. de 
ou. IT].—7 














by Punch, (531) g g. g. g. go. d. 
Hubbuck, (319). — initia 

Jupiter, White, calved October 
20, 1832, got by Frederick, (2038) 
dam Stare , by voung Denton, xg. 
d. Harriet, (bred by Mr. Wetherell,) 
by Denton, (198) g. g. d. Henri- 
etta, by Comet, (155) g. g. g. ds Han- 
nah, by Henry, (301) g.g.g.g. d. by 
a son of Favorite. 





For the Farmer and Gardener. 

Mr. Epitror,—In the first No. of 
the present vol. of the Farmer and 
Gardener, it is stated, that in the vi- 
cimity of Zanesville, Ohio, Mr. Abra- 
ham Sunderland raised a crop of 
wheat the present season, yielding 
near 30 bushels, of 50 Ibs. weight, 
per acre; and he thinks this vield 
was attributable to the ground hav- 
ing been |iberally manured with lime. 

The subject of the application of 
iime to soils,is becoming every day of 
more importance to the farmers of 
the West. A farmer can in no way 
benefit his fellow laborers more than 
by making such experiments, and 
communicating the results through 
the medium of agricultural papers. 

Will you be so good as to invite 
Mr. Sunaerland to communicate, 
through the Farmer and Gardener, 
the manner in which he applied the 
lime to his crop; the quantity; the 
kind of soil; whether it was new 
land, or an exhausted field; whether 
he ploughed in a green crop, or ap- 

lied the manure with the iime; or 
whether the lime was applied by it- 
self; and in short, to communicate all 
the facts in relation to the same, that 
others, who are not able to raise more 
than 10 to 15 bushels of wheat on an 


acre may benefit by his experience. 
D. L. 
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Forthe Western Farmer and Gardener. 


A Letter about Hogs. 
BY SOLON ROBINSON. 


Frieno ArFrieck,—Although I was under 

romise to write you during my late tour 
through the United States, I found it utterly 
impossible to fulfil half of my engagements, 
and consequently, among others, that to you 
has failed. I now wish to redeem my engage- 
ment, in part——and as the breeding of Berk- 
shire hogs has engaged the attention of so 

many of your readers, I feel as though | 
might confer some useful information by im- 
parting some that I have obtained from actual 
observation. In the first place, I will premise, 
that after a very careful examination of a 
great number of different breeds of Irish Gra- 
ziers, J.eicestershires, Woburns, Westchester, 
Mackay, **Hospital,’? Neapolitan, **China im- 
proved” and unimproved, with a still greater 
number of the Land sliark variety, that the 
more they are tmproved, worse they 
become, unless, their cross grained nature 
is crossed out of them by a cross upon 
some stock that partakes less of the nature 
and quality of a cross-cut saw, than a great 
portion of the swine of the United States now 
do. I have come to the conclusion, and as 
I think, without fear, favor or affection, of or 
for any of the homogenous genus homo, that 
the genuine Berkshire hog is as decent a hog 
as the nature of the subject will admit of. 

The Irish Grazier is a clean, well built 
white hog, that his name denotes, is a good 
feeder upon grass. This isa good kind of 
hog where pasturage is abundant, and where 
side pork is more valuable than the leaner 
parts, which are more abundant in the Berk- 
shire. 

The Leicestershire is also a white hog, 
larger and coarser, and a greater feeder than 
the Grazier, and requires about two years to 
come to mature size, and an abundance of 
feed. These hogs make large sides, and pro- 
portionally to their weight, small hams, 

So far as Iam able to judge, the descrip- 
tion of the Leicestershires will answer for the 
Woburns, except that the color of the Wo- 
burnsis various—sometimes white, and some- 
times intermixed with red and black; and 
they are thought by some who breed them, 
to be much finer than the Berkshire. From 
this opinion I must differ 

The name of ** Westchester hog” is applied 
to a breed that is very common and very 
good, that abounds in the vicinity of the 
town of Westchester, Pa., about thirty miles 
from Philadelphia. They have much of the 
appearance and character of Irish Graziers, 
and although esteemed highly, are giving 
way to the usurping Berkshire. 

The Mackay breed is peculiar to the vicin- 
ity of Boston. It is an improvement upon 
the old China breed, giving greater size, and 
is well calculated for that region of country. 
where it requires hard digging to dig feed 








enough together to feed a large breed of 
large feeders. Besides, in Massachusetts, 
the art and mystery of making *-whole ho 

bacon,” is among the things often heard of, 
but never scen. A farmer there without 
pickled pork, would feel inas great a pickle 
as one in the west would if his smoke house 
should happen to lose its wonted fullness be- 
fore the full time to refill it. So that the 
round and handsome barrel of the Mackay 
hog, when well fatted, being we!| calculated 
to make a fat barrel of barrel pork, is then 

held in high esteem. 

** The Hospital breed of hogs” is one that 
has been made up of Berkshires, Makay, and 
perhaps some other, at the Massachusetts 
Hospital at Worcester; and certainly, if the 
credit of a hog can add credit to an estab- 
lishment, that ‘does credit to that State. The 
beautiful specimen of this breed that I saw 
at the last fair at Worcester, are well caleus 
lated todo it. I hope none of your beautiful 
readers will object to the term * beautiiul 
hog,” for they must possess less 01 a hogish 
disposition than | have, if they have no dis- 
position to call such a well ‘disposed hog 
beautiful. The inmates of the Hospital cer- 
tainly have no reason to complain of their 
hospitable fare or spare diet, if they are often 
allowed to dine off the spare ribs of such . 
fair porkers as these. 

The Neapolitan has sometimes been called 
‘the gentleman's hog,” which may be all 
right, tor | am sure he should not be called 
the ladv’s hog—especially one of ** those la- 
dies” that put pantalets upon the legs of the 
piano, because **she could not bear to see 
naked legs in the room;” for the Neapolitan 
hog, having come from a warm country, has 
neglected to come properly clothed, and 
therefore may be said to be a naked hog. 
What little hair he has is black, generally, 
though sometimes he tries to hide his na- 
kedness with other colors. Although I think 
that a little more of the ** naked truth? would 
be beneficial both to the buyer and seller 
of **improved hogs,” many of which, it must 
be confessed, are only made so by the faculty 
of hiding the naked truth; yet I must say, 
that the ‘Neapolitan, although he may be a 
good enough hog for a gentleman, is not 80 
for a farmer. 

“The next is the ‘China improved.” 
which in plain English means that the origi- 
nal China hog may be improved by crossing 
with some other breed, so as to produce a 
hog differing in color from the Berkshire, and 
in some Tespects almost as good. 

I would mention the ** White Berkshire,” 
but it sounds so much to me like a white 


black bird, that I have reason to fear that 
some very good looking white hog has mere- 
erke 


ly borrowed the very popular name of 
shire, for the purpose o of ailing himself into 
notice, when, if the naked truth could be 
seen, his hogship could be seen plodding 
along through the mud, cheek by jowl with 
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his numerous white feighbors, while he 
grunted out an abolition of such an unholy 
amalgamation, as that.of giving his white 
name With that of the ** black Berkshire.” 

There is one more name for a great hog, 
ately imported, which reminds me of my 
visit to the greatest breeder of great hogs, 
and his greatest piggery in the United States. 
You will readNy understand that I allude to 
A.B Allen, Esq. of Buffalo, N. Y., and of 
him and his hogs I will now finish my chap- 
tet. 

To you who have had the pleasure of a 
personal acquaintance with Mr. Allen, I need 
not say that he is himself one of the highest 
‘ improved breeds” of nature’s noblemen. 

Bland and pleasant in his manners, pos- 
sessing a good education, and very intelligent 
mind, itis no wonder that he is so highly 
esteemed by all his numerous acquaintance. 

But my object is not eulogy, but merely to 
show the character and standing of one who 
holds such a prominent position before the 
farming community, and who has done so 
much to improve the stock of the country. 

When I visited Mr. A. he had just return- 
ed from England, and i had an excellent op- 
portunity to examine his large lot of imported 
hogs, and still larger lot of those before on 
hand, in all about three hundred head, and 
nitogether the largest stock of Berkshires I 
had ever seen together. The fields were 
fairly black with them of all ages and sizes, 
the monarch of all being a boar, imported the 
present season, which he calls Windsor Cas- 
tle—having purchased him near that royal 
residence—like which he stands towering up 
above his more democratic neighbors. Hav- 
ing been previously informed that he was 
full three heat high over the shoulders, and 
seven feet long, I expected to find him as 
coarse as he was Jarge. But in this I was 
disappointed, for although as large as the 
great Kentueky Woburn, he is really very 
fine in all his parts. I hope we shall never 
hear it said again that **the Berkshire breed 
ot hogs are too small,”’ for I am satisfied that 
t is one would fat to weigh 900 or 1000 lbs. 
easy. 

He is now quite thin in flesh, and in con- 
sequence of his great size, it is necessary to 
keep him so, or he could not be used with 
ordinary sized sows. His age is two years. 

Next to the monarch stands another of the 
roval blood, called Earl Craven, two years 
old, two feet seven inches high, and cor- 
responding length, with very glossy black 
fine hair, very stylish in appearance. I think 
he would fat to about 600 Ibs. 

Another very beautiful hog, according to 
my memorandum, is mamed * Hagbourne,” 
and vet why I cannot tell, for he certainly 
has not the slightest hag look about him. 
Although but a little over a year old, he 
stands 24 feet high, and is of greater propor- 
tionate length than eitherofthe above. When 
full grown he will be very large, and is al- 








ready very handsome. I hope the stock of 
either of those will afford size enough to suit 
even a Kentuckian. 

Another very fine boar of the importation 
of last season, is Sultan, now about three 
years old, and whose beautiful pigs, scatter- 
ed through the west, are sufficient proof of 
his excellence. 

And still another most beautiful and ex- 
cellent getter of good stock, is Prince Re- 
gent, that was imported two years ago, this 
fall, and is now 24 years old, and of the 
finest proportions, and for all useful, and, I 
think, profitable purposes, of ample size. 

Among the fifty breeding sows kept by Mr. 
Allen, I was the best pleased with imported 
Sultana, excepting, perhaps, Madona, she 
being the mother of one of the handsomest 
boar pigs that I ever saw, which Mr. Allen 
sent out to me in the summer of 1840, and 
which I had the sad misfortune to have mur- 
dered by a lot of murderous Landpikes, that 
broke into my lot with the fell and foul in- 
tent, (too much like animals of another race, ) 
of reducing every thing better than them- 
selves, to their own degraded level. 

Although not given to repining or mourning 
over melancholy events that are inevitable, f 
could not withhold a tear for the cruel fate of 
“the fat pig.’ Nor could I attempt to check 
the gush of natural feelings of wife or chii- 
dren, at the death of a loved domestic ani- 
mal, for it showed that hearts were in the 
right place, and ready to evince right feel- 
ings, when death should approacn still near- 
er, end break the circle around the happy 
hearth. The fact has just come to my know- 
ledge, that a pig which I sold last summer, 
has been destroyed in the same way, and it 
should serve as a caution to Berkshire breed- 
ers, to keep them out of the way of that blood- 
thirsty race of animals that men continue to 
torment themselves with, under the impres- 
sion that they have a capital breed of hogs, 
and actually appear to feel thankful that they 
are not quite so bad as some ‘*they have 
seen,” 

I am satisfied that the most strenuous de- 
fender of ** the rights and principles” of the 
Landpike family, would become satisfied 
that there are such things as “ improved 
hogs,” if he would have seen at the time I 
did, the large stock of Mr. Allen, that had 
been summered entirely upon grass. 

Besides the large boars mentioned, Mr, 
Allen brought over a large number of pigs, 
selected from the best stock that he could 
find in England, the increase of which, I 
hope, will add to his own wealth, and I know 
it will greatly add to the wealth of the coun- 
try. 
‘One more sentence abvut hogs, and I have 
done with this ** whole hog” subject— 

Among the recent importations, I saw an 
entire new variety, called *‘ Kennilworth 
hogs,” in which I fancy will be found stze 
enough even to suit the taste of a southern 
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gentleman, who wrote to Mr, Allen for a hog 
*¢as big as a horse.” For though only about 
three months old now, they are half as Jong 
and half as high as ‘ta right smart chunk of 
a colt.” 

Mr. Allen says that he does not intend to 
sell any of them until he discovers that they 
will be likely to reach at least one-half the 
weight in this country that it is asserted in 
London Farmers’ Journal they do in Eng- 
land, which is strteen hundred pounds. But 
Mr. Allen, in this, as I think, in all his re- 
commendations would prefer to be under in- 
stead of over the mark, does not intend to re- 
commend them as likely to weigh over 12 or 
1300 pounds, full grown, and fatted in a Ken- 
tucky cornfield. 

While at Mr, Allens’, I saw some of the 
stock of his celebrated Bellfounder horse, 
that appears to me to be just such horses as 
we ought to breed for farming instead of fan- 
cy. They are beautiful bay, very fast trot- 
ters, and capital in the harness or under the 
saddle. 

Mr. Allen, in connection with his brothers 
Lewis I. Allen and Richard L. Allen, also 
have a very fine lot of Durham and Devon- 
shire cattle, and in my humble opinion, the 
mixed bloods of these two kinds are the best 
stock for the general use of the western 
farmer that can be raised. 

One more word in the way of advice, to 
all buyers of stock, Never purchase from 
any man but one of known and established 
integrity, who has a character to lose, but 
which he is determined never to do. 

Never order stock shipped late in the fall. 
IT assure you that they fare bad enough in 
good weather, and in cold and stormy weath- 
er, pigs in particular, often suffer so much on 
the voyage, that they are more likely to disap- 
point anticipation than produce satisfaction. 

If you cannot get them in the spring, or 
before late in the fall, buy them and hire 
them wintered and sent forward in the spring, 
The extra expense will be well repaid. 

And finally, not only — your stock, 
but improve your stock of knowledge, and 
to do that, take and read some agricultural 
paper, and if perchance you should tire over 
my long letter, just drop me a hint and I will 
not wait for the kick, but will in future im- 
prove my breed and style, and reduce the 
length of my next to a genuine ** short hand” 
subject. 

And now, Mr. Editor, may you never have 
peace in your mind while you have a piece in 
your pocket, until you have induced a goodly 
share of the citizens of the valley of the beauti- 
ful Ohio to take a piece of your monthly ad- 
vice, that the best way to keep peace in the 
family, will be to get a family of peaceable 
pigs in the pen, oat then they will never be 


without a piece of good bacon, with which, 
when he calls, they can treat their old friend. 
SOLON ROBINSON. 
Lvke C. H., Ia., Nov. 27, 1841. 
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National Agricultural Society. 


The friends of this important measure, 
will be gratified to learn, that a National Ag. 
ricultural Society is fairly organized. We 
may now lvok with confidence to the farmin 
interests of this extensive country being duly 
represented, and their assuming as a bod 
that position in the community what is only 
their due, but from which they have too long 
been excluded. Itisto be hoped tnat one of 
the first measures brought forward will be the 
formation of a National Agriculture! School; 
and that the farmers, as a body, will urge 
upon Congress with temperance, but decis. 
ion, the propriety of applying the Smith. 
sonian bequest in aid of the great national] 
undertaking, 

Nothing can add more to the moral and 
physical strength of a country than edu- 
cation, and in this instance it would also 
add to her wealth in equal proportion to the 
amount of knowledge disseminated. 


We give the list of officers, &c., chosen 
on the organization of this institution, from 
the National Intelligencer: 

The Committee, appointed by the Agri- 
cultural Society of the United States to se- 
lect the officers of the Society, to serve until 
the first general meeting and exhibition on 
the 4th day of May next, have met, and do 
hereby recommend and report the following 
gentlemen to fill the offices annexed to their 
respective names, The Recording Secretary 
is requested to publish tho names, and give 
special information to each individual of his 
selection. LEVI WOODBURY, 

Chairman of the Committee. 

President-—-James M. Garnett. 

Corresponding Secretary—John S. Skinner. 

Recording Secretary—John F. Callan. 

Treasurer-—Edward Dyer. 

Board of Control—Levi Woodbury, Elisha 
Whittlesey, Alexander Hunter, John A. 
Smith, W. J. Stone. 

Vice Presidents. 


Dixon A. Lewis, 


Maine, George Evans, Ala. 

N. H. Isaac Hill, La. Alex. Mouton. 
Mags. B.F.French, Ark. Archibald Yell, 
Conn. Eli Ives, Tenn. F. H. Gordon, 
R.1. Gov. Fenner. Miss. M. W. Phiflips, 


Chilton Allan, 


Vt. Wm, Jarvis. Ky. 
Lewis F. Linn. 


N.Y. €.H. Bement, Mo. 
N. J. C.S. Green. Ill. A. W. Snyder, 
Penn. George M. Keim, Ind. Solon Robinsvn, 


Isaac EF. Crarey, 
John Hastings, 

H. 1... Elisworth, 
R. W. Williams, 


Del. J. W. Thompson, Mich. 
Md. Thomas Emery, Ohio, 
Va. Edmund Ruffin, D.C. 


N.C. Edmund Deberry, Flor. 
S.C. Wade Hampton, lowa, Timothy Davis, 
G W. Lumpkin, Wis’n. Henry Dodge. 


a. 

The Vice Presidents of Virginia, Maryland, 
District of Columbia, Pennsylvania and Del- 
aware are ex-officio members of the Board of 
Control. 
A meeting of the Board will be held 
at the Patent Office, at 7 o’clock, P. M. on 
Wednesday, the 22d inst. 

J. F. CALLAN, Ree. Sec. 
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For the Farmer and Gardener. 


Mr: H. 8S. Kellogg’s Piggery. 
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a A four foot passage. 

6 The trough. 

e Ahanging door made to bolt to either side 
of the trough. 

d A partition to hold straw or bedding, 

e Door to yard, 
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ff Window for ventilation. 

g Pully attached to door, by which the per 
son in the passage can open and shut the 
same at pleasure. 

h Loft to hold provision. 
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a A passage. d Partition for bed, 
6 The trough. Windows. 


¢ Doors to yard. 


We have great pleasure in presenting to 
our readers a ground plan and section of Mr. 
H. 8. Kellogg’s piggery, which, for real conve- 
nience, surpasses any thing of the kind that 
has ever come under our notice. Pretending 
to some knowledge of architectural affairs, 
and having paid some attent®n to arrange- 
ment, we feel qualified to speak on the sub- 
ject with some degree of decision. The 
management of the hanging door to the 
troughs, is the best design we ever witnessed, 
and we consider great credit is due to Mr. K. 
for the adoption. It will be seen by the sec- 
tional drawing given herewith, that a child 
may feed any quantity of hogs without the 
least molestation from them, by first going 
Soe pemage and fastening the respective 
hanging doors to the inside of the trough. 
which operation throws the troughs into the 
passnge, and entirely out of the reach of the 

ogs. Having put the food into each trough, 
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| the feeder again goes along the line, and re- 
| versing the position of the docr, puts the 
|| whole feed and trough into the sty with the 
| hogs. The contrivance we consider very in- 

genious, but like all good things so pertectly 
|| simple, that when once seen, we only won- 
der why we have not before adopted it. The 
other parts of it are equally good, particularly 
the doors, which can be opened or shut at 
the will of any person in the passage, by 
means of acord which runs over some puilies 
and raises the door at pleasure. A reference 
to the plans will more fully explain the de- 
tails; and to any person about to build, we 
cannot too strongly recommend them to pay 
Mr. Kellogg’s hog sty a visit, should they 
not find this description sufficiently explicit 
to enable them to work from it. The plan 
here given is only one wing of the building a8 
| intended to be finished, which would, when 

complete, assume the following form, and 
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1 Cooking Room, 2 and 3 Pig Sties. 


might in fact be carried to any extent. 
close examination of this plan will show 

its convenience. The food being cooked in 

the centre building, is put into a cooler which 


is upon wheels, and the doors being first | 


fastened to the inside of the trough, it is 








the trough filled at discretion, It is deemed 
needless to make further remark other thar, 
an observation on the elevation, as architec:, 
term it. A trifling additional outlay woula 
give even to a building of this description, 

pleasing appearance, For instance, such at 


drawn by the feeder down the passage, and | the following: 
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A Trip to the South: 
BY THE EDITOR. 


W asuineton, Miss, Dec. 2, 1841. 
To Mr. C. Foster, 


My Dear Sir—I may say, with 
all safety, that since I left Cincin- 
nati, nearly a month ago, this is the 
first leisure hour I have had. I will 
use it by giving to the readers of the 
Farmer and yourself a sketch of my 
progress so far. 

As you know, the object of my 
trip has been partly to make sale of 
what little stock J brought with me, 
but more, by scattering it over the 
country, to stir up and nourish a 
taste for the improvement of the 
common stock, and the introduction 
of new and improved varieties, and 
still more, to see, learn and report 
the state of things amongst the plan- 
munity of this much belied region. 

I left Cincinnati in abundance of 
time, as I thought, for the Fair at 
Baton Rouge, which | had a most 
anxious desire to attend. 


ters of the South, the farming com- | 








that I did not reach Vicksburg, still 
a good day’s run above Baton Rouge, 
until the morning of the last day of 
the Fair; and feeling vexed, dis- 
heartened and disappointed, and the 
stock being by no means in a thriv- 
ing state on board the boat; and hav- 
ing, moreover, a good many of them 
to leave there, I resolved to land ail, 
and defer my visit to Baton Rouge 
until after the Fair at this place 
(Washington.) Ihave since learned 
that | was looked for, and that the 
non-arrival of the stock caused some 
disappointment—that the fair went 
off well, though the show of stock, 
implements, products, &c. was by 
no means as good as could have 
been desired. Being the first at- 
tempt at an exhibition of the kind in 
the State, little else could be ex- 
pected; but I feel confident that the 
next effort will prove much more suc- 
cessful. But I must retrace my 
steps. 

I found, on landing at Vicksburg, 


But one || that ] had been looked for there; and 


delay occurred after another—the } within twenty-four hours after my 
river was so low that we got fre-|larrival, | had some twenty or thirty 
quently aground during the day, and |jof the most spirited and influential 
could not run any during the night— | planters of the vicinity in town to 
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see the stock. I very soon found 
that | should have to limit my sales; 
for having only some fifty head of 
thoreugh-bred hogs, and ten head 
of choice Durhams, headed by “ Cin- 
cinnatus,” und having it in view to 
leave a part at this place, a part at 
Baton Rou ze, and a few at Bayou 
Sara, I could not allow all to be car- 
ried off here. Within three days | 
made the following sales—To James 
R. McDowell, Esq., at Vicksburg, 
four of W. P. Curd’s full bred Iris 
iers, young sows; to John B. 
illiamson and E. W. Morris, Esq., 
near Vicksburg, four Berkshire pigs, 
two boars and two sows; to Robert 
Cook, of Lexington, Miss., (selected 
to order by Dr. M. W. eee a 
fine young Berkshire sow; to James 
Elliott, Esq. of Jackson, Miss., the 
five young Berkshire sows, Caledo- 
nit and Vixon, Tweediana, a dark- 
eye sow pig, a beautiful young sow, 
bred by John Steddon, and a most 
romising pair of pigs, a sow and 
on by Sampson, jr.; toC. S. Tar- 
pley, Esq. of Jackson, Miss., the fine 
sow Standard and her litter of pigs, 
dropped on board steam boat, and 
the premium yearling boar Young 
Sampson (in which last I under- 
stand Mr. Elliot is interested.) His 
great size and fine form astonished 
the natives—500 and odd pounds at 
18 months, and in rather low flesh 
too, was something new here. ‘To 
Jobn M. Taylor, Esq. of near Vicks- 
burg, one boar and two pigs; to W. 
A. Lake, of Vicksburg, one boar and 
one sow pig; to W. H. & A. M: 
Paxton, Vicksburg, one boar pig; to 
Dr. Geo. Smith, of Warren co., two 
sow pigs; to Rev. S. H. Hazard, of 
Hinds co., Miss., one boar and one 
sow pig; to Mr. Childers, of Vicks- 
burg, a fine young IrishGrazier boar, 
of Mr. Nefi’s importation; and to 
Dr. M. W. Phillips, of Log Hall, 
Hinds co., Miss., the beautiful, and 








in my opinion, almost unequalled 
young sow, Gipsey, by Long Canoe, 
dam Otico, bred to imported New- 
berry—a very handsome and stylish 
young sow, Ohio Lass, by Sampson, 
jr-; a choice sow pig out of Dark- 
eye, and an equally fine boar pig by 
the sire of Ohio Lass. The ltd 
also selected thirteen pigs to fill or- 
ders he had received from his neigh- 
bors. All I had, and of course all [ 
sold, not otherwise specified, were 
thorough bred Berkshires, and fine 
ones at that. 

I had very little expectation of 
finding so much of a spirit of im- 
provement excited here. All seem 
alive to the advantage of improving 
their stock, and especially their wild 
swamp hogs. ‘Though the fine Dur- 
hams I had along attracted a good 
deal of atteption. ‘There seemed to 
exist a strong dread of investing 
money in them; several gentlemen 
in this vicinity had introduced cattle 
from the north, (Ohio and Kentucky,) 
and with but very partial success— 
some losing all, others only a part; 
and some again saving all. But the 
fact of some very valuable animals 
having died, the first summer of their 
introduction, proved a barrier to re- 
newed attempts, during these times 
of scarcity of money. Dr. M. W. 
Phillips was amongst the first to at- 
tempt this improvement, as he was 
with a multitude of others, and lat- 
terly with entire success. Messrs. 
C. S. Tarpley, James Lllictt and 
others have also been moderately 
successful. Where the animals in- 
troduced are young, in only fair con- 
dition, but fat, by all means of good 
constitutions, and where a moderate 
degree of care is used, there seems 
but little to fear. 

I remained in Vicksburg—a sin- 
gular, scattering town, built on a 
series of high knobs, and though by 
no means a pleasant looking place, 
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“resenting a very gay and beautiful 
appearance from the river at some 
miles below. J remained here about 
a week, making the acquaintance of 
almost all who felt any interest in 
stock matters. I made only one 
short trip into the country; that as 
I mean to repeat the same trip, more 
at my leisure, I will pass it over for 
the present. 

Leaving all the cattle but five, and 
with only some ten or a dozen of 
the hogs, I came down to Natchez, 
two days previous to the Fair at 
this place. I found this city very 
beautifully situated, and a neat, pleas- 
ant looking place. The town pro- 
per is on a high plain, on top of a 
perpendicular bluff, at the foot of 
which, on a narrow and irregular 
strip, is scattered “Natchez under 
the hill,’"—a spot celebrated, until 
of late years, as the most perfect 
nest of iniquity extant. Natchez is 
recovering wonderfully from the ef- 
fects of the dreadful hurricane, which 
left it almost an entire pile of ruins, 
in May, 1840. The business done 
here is very great—and certainly 
prices of every thing are high enough 
to wurrant fortunes being made in 
a year or two. Even the negro 
porter demands his six or eight bits 
(75 cents o1 $1,00) for carrying your 
trunk a square or two; a drayman 
from §$1,00 to $2,00 for a single 
load, rarely exceeding sufficient for 
a good stout wheelbarrow; for a 
three legged horse, and a tumble- 
down buggy, you are charged $6,00 
- day! What the charge would 

e for a decent turn out, by making 
the enquiry beforehand, I cannot 
say. The liberal, open hand of the 
Southerner has induced and en- 





couraged this system of over charg- 
ing. It isan evil to both parties. 

{ had been here but a short time 
before the stable was crowded with 
enquirers into the merits of the stock 


a 





I had brought. Cincinnatus, as at 
Vicksburg, attracted great attention. 
Having promised to exhibit cattle 
at the Fair, together with some 
hogs which I expected would ha~e 
reached me here, from you, in time, 
but in which I was disappointed, | 
declined making sales; and on Thurs- 
day I put the whole on a rail-road 
car, and had them conveyed at once 
to the ground, 

Up to this time the weather had 
been oppressively hot; but now, af- 
ter a slight shower of rain, we had 
a sudden change to severe cold— 
and the morning of the Fair, though 
dry and clear, was yet so cold and 
blustering as to render great coats 
and cloaks indispensable. 

You know the plain, and matter- 
of-fact business-like manner in which 
the Fairs in Ohioand Kentucky have 
been held? A sombre assemblage 
of men, ambitious only of each ex- 
hibiting the finest animal in its class, 
or the best machine or implement 
of its kind—nothing to relieve the 
gloom of bearded faces and _ rail- 
pens! Here, it was altogether dit- 
ferent—the ladies had taken the 
thing in hand, and not only gave 
life and beauty to the scene of their 
own presence, to the number of 
several hundreds of as lovely forms 
and faces as eye need wish to rest 
on, but had on the previous day hung 
every port and pillar with garlands 
of flowers, and covered the walls of 
the rooms, in which the fruits, &c- 
were exhibited, and the porch, with 
'wreaths and bouquets. When | tell 
you that the rose is still m bloom, 
and that the gardens are every 
where stocked with splendid evet- 

reens, which with us require the 
shelter of a hot house, you will ur- 
derstand the more readily how this 
was possible, so late in the seagpn- 
The vegetables and implements were 





laid out under a cluster of oak trecsy 
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still in full leaf. All went off well— 
so well that 1 would willingly par- 
ticularize to some extent, but must 
restrain myself. Knowing as you 
do, how | dislike this pretended ex- 
tra degree of refinement in the wives 
and daughters of our farmers, that 
leads them to make such fools of 
themselves as to be quite shocked at 
the thought that they should know a 
horse from a cow, or a hog from a 


' sheep, you can appreciate my grat- 


ification at seeing the daughters of 
the polished South, moving leisurely 
about amongst the stock, even stop- 

ing to admire the beauty and docil- 
ity of * Cincinnatus,” and venturing 
to lay their hands on Mr. Hall’s. Col- 
ossus! But to the show. As well 
deserving the precedence, which in 
point of fact he maintained, I must 
speak of the stock, &c., shown by 
Mr. Thomas Hall, of Adams county. 
This you will acknowledge, when I 
tell you, that of hogs alone, he had 
on the ground forty-three of every 
age and size, from the six week pig 
to the gigantic aged barrow of some 
600 Ibs. or it may be 700; his im- 
mense bull, “ Beltzhoover,” of some 
2200 or 2300 lbs., though but a three 
year old; some cows, by no means 
worthy of the bull; turnips, cab- 
bages, pumpkins and sweet potatoes, 
all fine; and as Col. Claiborne, editor 
of the Free Trader, has it, “two 
genuine Mississippi productions—a 
fine young bear cub from the cane 
brakes, and a monstrous live rattle- 
snake, selected from a fine breed 
that Mr. Hall keeps upon his pian- 
tation to catch rats and trail aboli- 
tionists!” We notonly admired the 
stock and other things exhibited by 
Mr. Hall; but the fine condition in 
which every thing was brought -on 
the ground—the neat pens erected 
by himself on the day previous—the 
still neater cages in which his hogs 
Were brought on the ground—the 


| 








twelve or fourteen teams of mules, 
horses and oxen which conveyed 
them, each team in fine plight—and 
what interested me still more, the 
healthy, happy-looking, strapping 
negroes that conducted the teams; 
each one prouder of the animals he 
brought for exhibition, than his mas- 
ter; every word of praise causing a 
wondrous display of teeth!—and 
each comfortably, nay, neatly cloth- 
ed. 

Mr. Hall’s hogs are of what 
are here termed the “ minor breed,” 
a white hog, and a tolerably good 
one; and the “no bone breed” 
of Mr. Skinner, of the American 
Farmer. When compared with a 
good Berkshire. ‘The term “no 
bone”’ is a decided misnomer. They 
are also white, and of indifferent 
form. The cross of the two is 
better than either. Mr. H. also 
showed a pair of Berkshires— the 
sow wasasuperioranimal. Ifevery 
member of the Society would emu- 
late Mr. Hall’s zeal and determina- 
tion to excel, and would each en- 
deavor to give an equal share of in- 
terest to its Fairs, they would ren- 
der it one of the very first in the 
union. 

There were some other cattle 
shown, but except the Ayrshires, 
imported and exhibited by Dr. Met- 
calf, I did not observe them partic- 
ularly. If those animals are choice, 
or even good specimens of the Ayr 
shire breed of cattle, ] am much mis 
taken. They will, however, rate 
about fai. 1 know the breed well, 
and am confident that Dr. M’s agent 
could have done much better. The 
would be a valuable addition to the 
stock of the South, where milk is 
tke main object—not beef. 

In sheep | was much disappointed. 
Here, in one of the finest sheep re- 
gions | ever saw, only a few mod- 
erately good part-bred merinos were 
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shown, and a couple of long-legged, 
gawky looking creatures, said to be 
a cross of the Bakewell on the old 
Spanish sheep of the country; if so, 
the improvement was all the other 
way! 

Of hogs, in addition to Mr. Hall’s, 
I saw a few part-bred Berkshires, 
rather ordinary—some right good 

igs of Mr. Hail’s stock, shown b 

fr. W. H. Dunbar—and a pen ful 
of barrows, bred by Mr. Bryan, that 
gave evidence that Mississippi could 
raise her own pork. 

But the horses carried the day. 
Some beauties were shown, evincing 
the taste felt here in that species of 
stock. ‘Those exhibited were most- 
ly mares or young animals—of stal- 
lions there were very few. 


Pumpkins, squashes, cushaws, &c.,: 


were shown in infinite variety, and 
almost all mammoth. The turnips 
were the finest | have ever seen in 
this country. 
South cannot too highly appreciate 
his crops of pumpkins and of turnips, 
as fall and winter feed for his stock, 
and the sweet potatoes are a mine 
of wealth to him who wishes to 
make his own pork. The crops of 
them grown in the South are im- 
mense. Mr. Hall alone has housed 
some 2500 bushels this year; and 
Col. P. Harrison, in the same neigh- 
borhood, about 1000; the same gen- 
tleman has on hand about 3000 bush- 
els of old corn! Hundreds of bush- 
els are left in the ground to be picked 
up by the hogs. I shall have much 
to say by and by upon the renova- 
tion of exhausted cotton farms here, 
by feeding off such crops. The cow 
pea too is invaluable. 

Specimens of corn, and good ones 
too, of cotton; one variety of which, 
grown by a planter of this (Adams) 
county, and said to be a cross of 
the Egyptian on the okra or twin 


The planter of the| 


|| interesting object; it is representer 
as yielding the enormous crop ot 
3000 Ibs. (in the seed) to the acre— 
of tobacco, grown here trom Havana 
seed, and manufactured on the plan- 
tation of Peter Rucker, Esq., was a 
superior article; English walnuts, 
grown by Mr. John Robson, who 
also has grown almonds in great per- 
fection; a tempting lot of green peas, 
from Dr. Metcalf’s garden; a most 
beautifully put up bale of cotton, 
from the plantation of Joseph Dun- 
bar, Eisq., packed in cotton bagying, 
and bound with hoop iron, and so 
well compressed as not to require 
the application of the steam press at 
New Orleans. Mr. Dunbar was, | 
believe, the first planter in this re- 
gion to rebel against the glaring im- 
positions practiced upon them by 
the manutacturers ot bagging and 
bale rope from hemp; his diiierent 
attempts at finding a substitute, | 
shall speak of again; as also to my 
Kentucky friends in what manner 
and to what extent their brethren 
here have been imposed upon, and 
the hemp-growers’ interests so serl- 
ously injured by the malpractices of 
manufacturers. Mr. Dunbar has 
promised me a statement of facts 
coming under his own eye. 

Some plows and other implements 
were shown, but there was ratlier 2 
dearth of such things. How little 
the different manufacturers study 
their own interests, in overlooking 
the advantages they would derive 
from exhibiting their machines and 
implements at these fairs! 

The stock | brought aown and had 
on the ground, consisting of Cincin 
natus, Coronet (by Carcess, dam in- 
orted Princess) and other beautitu! 
heifers, all by Dennis’ Coronet, at- 
tracted a large share of attention. 
They so evidently required some 
improvement to be made upon then 





cotton, was to me a beautiful and |; 





stock of cattle, that | was very any 
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oO 
ious to have some of those here. I | 


proposed the formation of a club 
for the purchase of the white bull, 
which was at once taken in hand 
by the spirited president of the soci- 
ety, and in a few minutes made up. 
The price 1 named—and a low one 
for such an animal—was $600— 
which was taken as follows, in shares 
of $25 each. John W. Bryan, 4 
shares; D. P. Jackson, 4 do.; B. L. 
C. Wailes, 2 do.; Joseph Dunbar, 
9do.; W. Givin Claiborne, 2 do.; 
W. H. Dunbar, 2 do.; John Haslip, 
2 do.; and John Beaumont, L. Cov- 
invton, Thomas Barnard, Samuel 
‘ramberlain, F. A. Newcomb, and | 
J. Warren, each oue share. I also 
sold one heifer to Jos. Dunbar, Esq., 
of Arundo, Jefferson co.; another to 
D. P. Jackson, Esq. of Adams co. 
And of pigs—to D. P. Jackson, 2 
boar and sow; and W. H. Dunbar, 
« boar; White Turpin, jr., a boar; 
W.J. Ferguson, a boar; and to John 
W. Brvan, a boar—all thorough- 
bred Berkshires. 

But to the fair again. Not the 
least comfortable part of the ar- 
rangements consisted of the splendid 
lunch-dinner, in fact, set out, the 
materials for which were furnished 
by the members of the society. And 
certainly a most luscious affair it 
was. Several bacon hams, raised, 
fed and cured in Mississippi, would 
vie with the finest put up in the 
queen city—but the dish of all others 
of which this country may be proud, 
is her mutton; several saddles were 
here, such as would vie in every 
respect, with the delicious mutton 
of my own native hills—to these | 
pad especial attention! The rich 
jellies, and still richer and more to 
be prized butter—the sallad, &c., I 
shall pass over for the present. 

The in-door business of the soci- 
ety, [ need not go over. I must, 











owever, notice a few items. 





The committee on plantations 
awarded the premium for the best 
improved and best cultivated farm, 
to Jos. Dunbar, for his farm Arundo. 
The report is an interesting one, but 
afterwards visited the farm myself. 
1 shall not quote it now. | send 
you the secretary’s published report. 


**Mr. Thomas Affleck, of Cincinnati, and 
Dr. M. W. Phillips, C. S. Tarpley and James 
Elliott of Hinds county, were elected corre- 
sponding members of the society. 


On motion, it wus 

Resolved, Tat the constitution be so con- 
strued as to allow the members of the society 
to exhibit any article raised or produced by 
them in Louisiana. 

Resolved, That the committee on »gricul- 
tural premiums recommend in their report 
the manner of distributing twenty copies of 
the ** Western Farmer and Gardener,” sub- 
scribed for by this society. 

The society then adjourned anti! 3 0’clock, 
P. M. 

The society was again called to order at 
3 o’ciock, when the committee on agricul- 
tural premiums reported that they had per- 
formed the duties assigned them in the ex- 
amination of the stock, &c. presented, and 
recommend that the certificate of the society 
be awarded to the following persons, viz: 

For Stallions, —Ist premium, to Major 
Young’s s, b. by Leviathan, dam by Pacolet. 

2d premium, to Jos, Dunbar’s s. h. Red 
Jacket, by Henry, dam of Kosciusko. 

Brood Mares.—jst premium, to John Ful- 
ton’s sorrel mare. 

2d premium, to W. H. Dunbar’s br. m. by 
Alexander, dam by Whip. 

Three year old Colts. —\st premium, to Jos. 
Dunbar’s bl. f. Stingo, by Sir William Wal- 
lace, dam by Mercury. 

Two year olds —\st premium, to Col. Bing, 
aman’s bl. f. Sultana, by Leviathan, dam by 


'| Bertrand. 


2d premium, to N. Hoggatt’s b. c. by Post 
Bov, dam by Pacolet. , 

Yearlings.—\st premium, to White Tur- 
pin’s s. f. Sharlotte Claiborne, by Tuscahoma, 
dam a Virginia mare. 

2d premium, to M. MeNulty’s b. f. by Don- 
caster, dam by Janus. 

Sucklings.—I\st premium. To N. Hoggatt’s 
roan f. blood unknown. ' 

2d premium, to Jos. Dunbar’s .c. oy Scar- 
let, dam from Virginia. 

Draught Horses.—\st premium, to Miles 
Kelly’s Dun horse. 

Saddle Horses.—\st premium, to Thomas 
Hall’s b. h. 

2d premium, to Jos. Dunbar’s b. h. 

Mules.—\st premium, to Thomas Hall. 
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2d. premium, to John Robson. 

Bulls.--ist premium, to Thomas Hall’s 
Durham Bull, George Beltzhoover. 

2d premium, to 8. Chamberlin’s Durham 
bull. 

Cows.—ist premium, to Thomas Hall’s 
Durham cow, Sally Lucas. 

zd premium, to S. Chamberlin’s Durham 
cow. 

Bull Calves.—1st premium, to Thomas Hall. 

2d premium, to S. Chamberlin. 

Di. James Metcalfe exhibited several cows 
end yearlings of the Ayrshire breed. 

Mr. Thomas Affleck, of Ohio, also exhib- 
ited some splendid Durham Cattle; among 
them the young imported bull Cincinnatus, 
which were much admired. 

Sheep.—I|st premium, to Levin Covington— 
Bakewell and Merino breed. 

2d premium, to S. Chamberlin—Merino. 

Hogs.—\st premium to Thomas Hall’s 
‘white boar—Minor, and no bone breed. 


2d premium, to Wm. H. Dunbar’s waite | 


boar. Sume stock. 

Sows.—I|st premium, to Thomas Hall's 
white sow. Same stock. 

Young Hozs.—\st premium, to Wm. H. 
Dunbar, for a pair of Hogs, three months old, 
no-bore and Calcutta. 

gi —-Ist. premium, to Thomas Hall—No 
bone .nd Berkshire. 

2d premium, to Thomas Hall—Minor and 
Berk shire. 

Berkshire Hogs—To Thomas Hall, for a 

air of Berkshire pigs, five months old. 

To Col. Wailes, for a pair of Berkshire 
hogs, twelve months old. 

egetables.—To Thomas Hall, for the best 
turnip cabbage and yam potatoes. 

Pumpkins.—To Col. Knight, for the largest 
pumpkins. 

Corn.—To W. H. Dunbar, 

Squash.—To B. O. Smith. 

Cuba Potatoes—To Mrs. White Turpin. 

Mississippi Tobacco.—To P. Rucker. 

Coltton._-To John Hootzel, for a specimen 
of Egyptian and Mexican. 

To Jos. Dunbar, for a bale of Cotton, pack- 
ed in cotton bagging and iron hoops. 

Butter.—To Mrs. Joseph Dunbar for a rich 
specimen of butter. 

To Mrs. A. M. Smith, for plum jelley. 

To Mrs White Turpin, for a specimen of 
soap, 16 years old. 

To Miss Emeline Robson, for several spe- 
cimens of needle-work. 

Mr. Isaac Dunbar exhibited a sub-soil 
plough. 

Mr. George I. Dicks, two ploughs of im- 
proved construction and highly finished 
work manship. 

Mr. Wm. K. Henry, two ploughs, with ex- 
tra shifting cast iron shears. 

The committee, however, not having wit- 


nessed their operations, were unable to de- 


cide on their relative merits. 
The committee further recommend, that 








one copy of the ** Western Farmer and Gar 
dener,”’ be awarded to the following persons, 
who have been the largest contributors to the 
former exhibitions of the society, and have 
received the greatest number of certificates, 
viz: A, L, Bingaman, John W. Bryan, Jo- 
seph Dunbar, Samuel Chamberlain, Wm. j. 
Minor, B. L. C. Wailes, Thomas Hall, Charle, 
Knight, Isaac Dunbar and John C., Inge, and 
that in addition to the certificates granted at 
this meeting, one copy of the same work be 
awarded to Mrs. Lavina Turpin, Mrs. Ann 
M. Smith, Mrs. C. A. Claiborne, Mrs. Maty 
L. Walton, Mr. Wm. H. Dunbar, E, |, 
Wailes, J. Beaumont, James 8S. Johnston, 
Wm. J. Ferguson and Levin Covington—alj 
of which is respectfully submitted. 

JOSEPH DUNBAR, 

F. L. CLAIBORNE, 

P. B. HARRISON. 

PHILIP HOGGATT, 

L. C. WILKINSON, 

ALLEN DAVIS, ' 

Committee, 

The president then gave notice to the soci- 
ety, that the term for which the officers were 
elected, would expire with the meeting, 
whereupon, in accordance with the provis 
ions oi the constitution, the society proceed. 
ed to ballot for president, and upon contia- 
uing the Ballots, it was found that B, L C. 
Wailes was duly elected President for the 
ensuing year. 

The society then proceeded to ballot for 
Vice Presidents, and upon counting the votes, 
it was found that 

Jos. Dunbar was elected Ist Vice Preside: 

W. J. Minor “ a “ 

Thomas Hall. “ 3d * o 

S. Chamberlain * 4th * ” 

Dr. J.C. Inge was elected Secretary, an 
W. J. Ferguson, Treasurer. 

On motion of F. L. Claiborne, it was 

Resolved, That tne ** Western Farmer and 
Gardener,” a monthly periodical, edited by 
Thomas Affleck, Esq., corresponding met- 
ber of the society, be recommended to tae 
patronage of the members and the commu 
nity at large, as one of the must valuable ag- 
ricultural works in the United States. 

The Society then adjourned until Saturday 
morning. 

Saturday morning, 27th Nov., 1841. 

The society was called to order by the 
President. 

Mr. Ferguson, the Treasurer, made a fe- 
port of the amount of funds received and dis- 
bursed within the past year, which was re- 
ceived and agreed to. 

Mr. Thomas Hall offered the following reso 
lution: 

Resolved, That the certificate of the soe. 
ety be awarded to Thomas Affleck, for a val: 
uable importation of Durham cattle and Berk- 
shire hogs into the State. 

Which was unanimously adopted. 

The President presented the certifica’ 
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which was handsomely acknowledged by || once that it has originated principally through 
Mr. Affleck. her wool trade, which has at a!l times ens 


Mr. John G. Fleming, Justus M. King and 
Charles 'T’. Chamberlain were put in nomina- 
tion for membership, and unanimously elect- 


ed. 
The Society then adjourned until the last 





Friday in April next, 
B. L? C. WAILES, President. 


J. C. Ince, Secretary.” 
To say that I felt the honor done 
us by the society, would be to say 
but little. ‘Thata body of such men | 
as compose this society should give 
such a gratifving proof of the esti- 











under her most trying circumstances, beer. 
her chief support. That it has supplied the 
place of acirculating medium, and the ready 
means of supplying an exhausted treasury, 
thatit has in fact been the ground work upon 
which commercial prosperity and national 
greatness have been based, and is to this day 


|| one of the principal branches of her manufae- 


turing industry. 

It appears that even in the time of the 
Romans the wool of Great Britain was 
held in high esteem, and becaine even in 


| those days an article of export, though mostly 


in the manufactured state, and was so highly 
valued in the Roman dominions, as to be 


mation in which they held the result | made only into the finest and most expensive 


of our labors in the noble cause of | robes, and used only on days of festivity and 
| ceremony. 


agricultural improvement, was in- | 


deed encouraging. The certificate 
awarded me Is a very neat one, 
and shalt crace the was of our of- 
fice, in a frame worthy of it. 
will understand that I exhibited | 
nothing for premiums, or in compe- | 


tition with the members of the soci- | 


ety. 





It is impossible to read the early history 
of England without being struck with the 


| importance always given to this portion of 
| agricultural produce. “When the ransom of 
‘ | Riehard Cour de Lion was to be paid to the 
You || duke of Austria; asa means of raising the 


necessary sum, such of the monasteries as 
had no plate to spare, subscribed one year’s 
wool, when Edward the Ist, for the purpose 
of supplying the necessities of the army with 
which he was bent upon an expedition to 
Guienne, besides laying a duty of forty shil- 


I must now close the account of | lings on every sack of wool exported, siezed 
all the rest as well as all the leather of the 


my trip tor the present, but will con- 
tmue It in the next number. 


THOMAS AFFLECK. 





Forthe Western Farmer and Gardener. 
The Wool Trade. 





Itis an axiom with political economists 
that the wealth of a nation consists in, and 
is dependent on the produce of its soil and 
menufactures, 

That the produce of the soil is the first 
moving principle of wealth is acknowledged | 
by all, and manufactures grow out of the 
wants that arise from an artificial state of 
society originating in the accumulation of 
the products of the earth. 


As England is looked upon as the great || 


commercial emporium of the world, as she 
has raised herself to the highest pinnacle of 
wealth ever yet attained by any people, we 
cannot do better than examine into the first 
causes of her commercial greatness, and see 
what breach of agricultural product she has 
used most effectively to enrich herself; and 
#t may then become a matter of serious re- 
flection how far we can, with any probable 
ehance of success follow in her footsteps to 
the same end. 

It is not my intention to go into any prolix 
detail of the various steps by which she has | 
“een to her present height, but to show at | 


Vo. IlI.—8 








kingdom for his own benefit. and by other 
acts of violence and arbitrary power, caused 
nearly a rebellion, it is worthy of remark, 
that in the remonstrances to him, the great- 
est complaints were made on the seizure of 
the wool, which they affirmed was equal in 
value to half the lands in the kingdom. 

In granting the necessary aids to the king, 
the amounts were regulated by the value 
of wool, and indeed the grants were made 
in that article; thus when Edward 3d, in 


|| 1339, assembled parliament for the purpose 


of raising a supply for his urgent necessities, 





that body granted him 20,00) sacks of wool; 
again, in 1341, a similar grant of 20,000 
sacks was made. 

To Richard 2d, Parliament conferred the 
duties on wool for life, &c. Indeed the 
whole history of England is a history like- 
wise of the progressive advancement of the 
wool trade. 

Edward the 3d was the first man who be- 
came really alive to the importance of esta- 
blishing permanently the woolen manufac- 
ture in England, and with this view he gave 
every encouragement and protection to the 
settlement of foreigners following that busi- 
ness. I might go on enumerating instance 
upon instance to prove the position I have 
here assumed, but I consider it unnecessary. 


| No one, I think, will deny that the com- 


mercial prosperity of England has had the 
wool trade for its foundation, till at the 
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present time, her pastures, we are told by 
McCulloch in his Dictionary of Commerce, 
feed no less than 32,0JU,(}00 of these animals, 
the fleecesof which are estimated at 7,000,0001, 
sterling, or about $33,901,000, exclusive of 
the carcase, employing 350,000 persons, and 
ultimately yielding manufactures to the 
amount of 21,00'.0)0/. sterling, or upwards 
of $100.000,01). This, it is to be borne in 
mind is independent of her colony of New 
South Waies, which, according to late ac- 
counts is rapidly increasing her wool trade. 

The importations frum both Spain and Ger- 
many into England are very great, ainounting 
yearly to perhaps 30,000,000 of Ibs. 

Will not the farmers of the United States 
reflect on these facts, and consider how far 
they will be interested in growing sufficient 
wool] to supply their home demand, instead 
of sendiny to England or to any foreign coun- 
try for woollen goods. (See note.) Have 
we not every facility for raising anv quantity 
of sheep, and every variation of climete that 
any other country on the globe can boast. 
If New South Wales or Gerimany or Spain 
are founa to be peculiarly adapted to sheep 
or wool raising, we have the same sort of cli- 
mate on some portion of our country that can 
be effectively emploved to the same purpose. 
We are certainly not behind any country in 
machinery, and workinen are not difficult to 
be found. Let the farmers, I say, refieet on 
these facts. C. F. 

Note —According to McCulloch, the importation of 
woollen goods from England alone into this country in 
1833, and it has no doubt been all the while on the in- 
crease, amounted to 2,265,4072. sterling, or upwards of 
$10,000,009. 





Notes on the Agricultare, &c., of the 
county of Licking. 


Licking is sutrounded by the counties of 


‘Knox, Coshocioa, Muskingum, Perry, Fair- 


field, Franklin and Delaware. 

With the exception of one range of town- 
ships on the east. the whole county contains 
an excellent soil—well adapted, in general, 
to all kinds of grain and grass. For this 
reason, there are few counties where a mixed 
nusbandry, that is, both grazing and grain- 
growing, can be carried on to better advan- 
tage. Its advantage for markets, are now, 
since the completron of the canal, good. The 
National Road passes through the southerly 
portion, and the canal nearly through its cen- 
tre. Newark isthe county seat. It contains 
about three thousand inhabitants—is situ- 
ated on the canal, and is a place of much 
trade for its size—being the natural depot for 
a large extent of uncommonly fertile land, 
lying to the north and north«west. ‘The town 
is remarkable fur the neatness and good taste 
generally evinced in the style and finish of 
its buildings. Many of the dwelling houses 
are truly beautiful, and the town has alto~ 
yether an attractive appearance, 














: . ————— 

A desire for improvement in Agriculture, 
and especially in domestic animals, seemg 
more prevalent in Licking than in most other 
counties with which 1 am acquainted. In 
passing through the county, | have taken 
some notes of improvements to which my 
attention was called in different neighbor. 
houds, 

At Brownsville, I called on Mr. Charles 
Blendy. This gentleman was formerly from 
Reading, in the county of Berkshire, England. 
Mr. B’s occupation is chiefly that of tradin 
in merchandize. He has asmall lot of land, 
containing about 18 acres, on which is a neat 
cottage, with all the necessary appurtenances 
of stable, piggery, &c. Few places exhibit 
better evidences of well directed taste and 
judgment than Mr. Blendy’s. Every thing 
that has been done under his direction, is 
well arranged, both as regards taste and con- 
venience. Seldom do we find the maxim, 
‘*a place for every thing and every thing in 
18 place,” more clo-«ly adhe.ed io than here, 
His garden, cons dering the rather unfavora- 
ble location and aspect, (which were una- 
voidable.) is a model of good management 
and productiveness; and in fact the cultivas 
tion of the whole 18 acres is such, that its 
aggregate productions might well astonish 
the occupants of some wider extended do- 
mains, 

Mr. Blandy has taken considerable interest 
in the improvement of the breed of swine. 
He has Berkshires procured from various 
sources, but chiefly from Mr. J.ossing, of Al- 
bany. Two young sows had from Mr. L. 
last spring, if judiciously managed in breed- 
ing, will no doubt bring some excellent 
stock. ‘To his former stock he has just add- 
ed one of the finest sow pigs, five or six 
months old, to be found any where—bred by 
Mr. Wm. Whitney, of Lorain county. 

About half a mile to the north of Newark, 
is the garden and nursery establishment of 
Mr. Israel] Dille. Mr. Dille has but lately 
commenced operations, and of course, has 
not yet had time to get all things in that pet- 
fect order which he aims at; but his grounds 
are well laid out; his dwelling and green- 
house well constituted and prettily finished; 
and all his plans appear to be judiciously 
conceived. He isa seientific Horticulturist 
and Florist, and under his skilful manage- 
ment, I have no doubt that a liberal return 
will be found for the capital invested in this 
business—while at the same time, he finds 
in its pursuit, the means of supplying food 
for a highly cultivated mind, as well as am- 
ple scope for seientific research. 

I have Mr. D’s promise of furnishing occas 
sionally, an article for the Farmer. Dic- 
tated, as his remarks always are, by sound 
sense, and his conclusions being the result 
of close observation, his productions cannot 
fail to be read with interest and profit. 
| Two milles:to the south of Newark is the 
farm of Mr. John W. Brice. It consists of 
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four hundred acres of good soil, most delight- 
fully situated, with a gentle inclination to 
the south—the creek running near the south- 
erly line, and the canal passing through its 
centre. Mr. Brice is a young farmer, having 
been engaged in this business only a year or 
two; but he evinces much zeal in the cause, 

articularly for the improvement of all kinds 
of stock. He has some good Berkshire pigs, 
and he has lately purchesed of Mr. Prentice, 
of Albany, some of his fine South down 
sheep—also of Messrs. Coming and Jotham, 
of Albany, one of their imported Cotswold 
bucks; the latter at a cost of $150. Mr. B’s 
buck is the first of this breed I have ever 
seen. Judging from him, I should say that 
the breed shows strong marks of its affinity 
to the Bakewell or New Leicester, which has 
undoubtedly been the principal basis in its 
improvement. The animal under considera- 
tion has a little more bone, and a coarser fibre 
of wool, than 1s common among the best 
Bakewells; but is, notwithstanding, a very 
excellent animal of goud constitution—great 
breadth and depth of chest—wide rib, and a 
capacity for acquiring a prodigious weight 
of carcase. 

Mr. Brice, in conjunction with Mr. Dille, 
has also lately purchased of Mr. Van Ren- 
sellaer, of Albany, a most excellent thorough 
bred imported short horn bull, Worth-Hamp- 
ton, stated to be three years old in May 
last. He is from a stock that is very highly 
esteemed where it is known, was got by 
President, dam Diamond, by Capson, [For 
further particulars of his blood, see Mr. B’s ad- 
vertisement of him, which will shortly be 
publishedinthe Farmer.] North-Hampton is 
avery superior bull. In this section of the 
State I have not seen his equal; and if he had 
a little more fineness of head and fullness of 
eye, with a little more elasticity of skin, and 
fineness of **touch,” he would be equal at 
least toany bull I know in the western coun- 
try, or elsewhere. Mr. Brice and Mr. Dille 
have also a thorough-bred heifer, Mary, pur- 
chased of Messrs. Corning and Jotham, and 
was by them imported from England. 

Adjoining the farm of Mr. Brice, is that 
of Judge Benon. The Judge is quite a stock 
grower. He hasa pair of fat **steers,’’ as 
he calls them, five years old last spring, 
which for weight in proportion to their age, 
are probably unsurpassec by any thing ever 
Known in this State. One of them is truly 
asplendid animal; all his points are about 
right. I really wish an accurate likeness 
could be taken of him and engraved for the 
Farmer. 1 think it would compare well with 
the portraits of almost any of the ** brag ani- 
mals of the day. These steers were by a 
bu.t called Duroc, introduced here some 
yea since by Gen. Thomas W. Wilson. 
Durse was bred in Kentucky, and was from 
Sam. Martin and Mrs. Motte, of Mr. San- 
der’s importatton, of 1817. The cows which 
brought the steers, were in e considerable 











degree of tne Patton Long horn blood. These 
cattle have been lately bought by a butcher, 
of the town of Zanesville, at the sum of 
$300, to be slaughtered for the people of that 
piace to regale their palates with on the an- 
niversary of Washington’s birth—22d Feb- 
ruary. The finest one is estimated to give 
2000 lb.—the four quarters—dressed. 

Mr. Wm. Roe, who joins farms with Mr. 
Brice, on the west, has a flock of half and 
three-fourths blood Leicester sheep that are 
well worth examination. 

Gen. Thomas W. Wilson, about three 
miles to the north of Newark, on the road to 
Mt. Vernon, has one of the finest farms any 
where to be found. It is a part of a large 
tract, noted for its fertility, lying on the 
north fork of Licking, and which, Gen. W. 
thinks is equal to any in the State. This 
land was originally covered with a very 
heavy growth of timber, and in that sit \ation 
Gen. W. came into possession of it, and with- 
in about twenty years, has cleared and 
brought into cultivation, some three hundred 
or four hundred acres, besides erecting a fine 
house, a spacious, well constructed and com- 
pletely finished barn and other outhouses; 
and the money to do most of this has been 
made from the farm. Gen. W. is an intelli- 
gent and enterprising farmer—no man in 
this section has laid the community under 
stronger obligations than he has done, by 
the injroduction of improved stock of va- 
rious kinds, or who, by his spirited exam- 
ple, has done more for the advancement of 
the true interests of agriculture. In 1834, he 
purchased of Mr. Wm. Renick, of Circleville, 
the bull Duroc, which has been before men- 
tioned. This was the root of a great im- 
provement in the cattle of this county and the 
adjoining counties. So visible was the im- 
provement effected by this cross, that some 
of the farmers are almost inclined to think 
no other stock can be equal toit. Although 
Duroc and his stock are much inferior to the 
common stock, yet they are too frequently 
liable to the same objections of the old Tees- 
water cattle, which were in vogue with some 
at the time the progenitors of Duroc were im- 
ported. These objections are, having rather 
too much bone, and too much lank coarse 
meat. Forthisreason, I consider them rather 
inferior to the better breed, more modern 
improved short horn. 

In addition to about eighty head of cattle 
of the stock of Duroc and the Patton breed, 
Gen. W. has a cow called Hon. Miss Barring 
ton, (calved January 19, 1835.) which was 
bred by Thomas Bates, Esq., of Kirk barring 
ton, Yorkshire, England, and by him pre- 
sented to the lady of Bishop Mellvain, of 
Kenyon College. This cow was sired by 
Belvidere, who was also the sire of the fa- 
mous Duke of Northumberland, who was the 
sire of Mr. J. E. Letton’s celebrated Locomo- 
tive, eer Oct. No. of the Farmer,) so that it 
is probable there is no animal in America 
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that is more nearly related to Locomotive 
than is this cow. Sheis an animal of great 
value. She is not large, but remarkably fine 
in all her points, with an elasticity of skin 
and silkiness of coat unsurpassed. Gen. W. 
has also a heifer, Victoria, (calved Dec. 24, 
1837,) and a bull, Lord Barrington, (calved 
March 16, 183).) from this cow, bya bull, 
(also bred by Mr. Bates, and by him pre- 
sented to Kenyon Coilege.) called Skipton 
Bridge buil. Both these are good, and show 
the peculiar points and excellent handling, 
which distinguishes all the stock of Mr. 
Bates that I have seen, ‘The last spring’s 
calves of Gen. W. were from Lord Barring- 
ton, and they are very good; evineing a sur- 
prising improvement on his former stock. He 
has likewise two good young bulls; one from 
the cow above mentioned, and one from her 
heifer, Victoria, by Duroe. 

While at Gen. ‘W.’s house, he permitted 
me to peruse several letters received from 
Mr, Bates, giving an account of the man- 
agement, &c. of his cattle, with which I was 
much interested. In one of these letters Mr. 
B. states that he had been for some time in 


the practice of weighing all the food for | 


some of his cattle, and regularly weighing 
the cattle themselves, that he might know 
with certainty, whether any, and how much 
improvement was actually made in the fat- 
tening properties of the breed. In this way 
he demonstrates his improvements. This 
practice, he says, he had never known adopt- 
ed, by but one other person. Gen. W. has 
promised a communication for the Farmer, 
embodying some extracts from these letters. 
Ranking, as Mr. Bates does, second to no 
man of his day, as a scientific breeder, his 
ideas will be received with much attention, 
and will tend to throw light on an important 
subject, which is as yet but little understood 
in this country. 

Gen. W. has made himself noted for rais- 
ing fleet travelling horses. He sold a mare 
last spring for $600, which had repeatedly 
gone a mile in two minutes seconds. 
Her gait was a pace or amble. He has now a 
stallion, of whose blood I took no minutes, 
and will not, therefore venture to give it, that 
combines as many good points for a roadster, 
as any horse within my knowledge. His stock 
of hogs, consisting of Berkshires and other 
breeds, are good. S. H. 

(To be concluded in our next No.) 





Pedigree of Cincinnatus. 


Sold to an Association of Planters, members 
of the Agricultural Society of Washington, 
Mississippi. 

Cincinnatus, a beautiful, rich, creamy 
white bull, calved Nov. 15, 1838; got in Eng- 
land by Berryman (since imported to this 


country) dam Strawberry, (imported) by Am- | 








bo, (1636,) gr.d. Fair Helen, by Young Al, 
bion, (15) g. g. d. Miss Foote, by Pilot (496) 
g.g. g. d. Fair Maid, by Agrarian, (9) g. g, 
g.g. d. Madam, by Marshal Beresford, (415) 
g.g.g.g.g.d. Tuberose, by the Lame Bull 
359] g. g- g. g-g. g.d. Moss Rose, by Snow 

rop [ 636. 

Berryman was bred by the Rev. Henry 
Berry, {for his character as a breeder, see 
Youatt’s work on cattle,] and imported to 
this country by Messrs. Neff and Lawrence, 
of Cincinnati; got by Henwood, [2!4] dam 
Minikin, by Wharfdale,] t57*] ¢. d. Minna, 
by Nestor, [452] g. g. d. Minerva, by Harold, 
[291] g.g.¢.d. Mary, by Meteor, [432] ¢ o. o, 
g.d. Magdalena, bred by-C. Collings, ny Com- 
et, (155] g. gg. g. g.d. by Cupid, ('77.] For 
his portrait, see No. 6 vol. 2, of the Western 
Farmer and Gardener. 

Cincinnatus will! stand at the farm of John 
W. Bryan, Esq., one mile from Washington, 
where those desirous of keeping pace with 
the improvements of the age, would do wel! 
to see him—for confident am I, that no furmer 
can cast his eye on Cincinnates without feel- 
ing convinced of the improvement he would 
effect upon the common stock of the coun 
try. 





Pedigree of Nancy. 
Sold to Joseph Dunbar, Esq. of Arundo, Jeffer- 


son county, Miss. 


Nancy, a fine deep, rich, red colored heifez, 
with a little white; bread by the late Wablter 
Dunn of Fayette county, Kentucky, calved 
on 10th July, 1839; got by Comet, [1854] 
dam Young Caroline, by imp. Symmetry; 
g. d. Caroline. imported by Dashwood; g. g. 
d. Fanny, by Stocksby; g. g. g. d. by Senator, 
ee g. g. g.g.d. by Whitefort, g. g.g.g. g. 

. Rozina, [see Eng. Herd Book, 2d vol. page 
253] by Aid-de-Camp, [722]. 

Fomet, (1854) whose portrait appears facing 
page 49, vol. 3of the Eng. Herd Book, was im- 
ported by the late Walter Dunn, and hence 
usually known as ** Dunn’s Comet.” He isa 
very large animal; a rich roan; bred by Mr. 
Crofton; calved in 1834, got by Kmyperor, 

1974] dam Gaudy, by Monarch. [2326} g.d 

y Cato, (119) g. g. d. by Whitworth. 

Nancy was bred to imported Carcass lust 
fall, but whether in calf by him or not I can- 
not say—though I believe she is. 





Jane, 


Sold to D. P. Jackson, Esq. of Adams co. Miss., 


is also of a deep rich red color, with a little 
white; bred by the late Walter Dunn; calved 
in March, 1840, got by Comet, 1854, see 
above, dam imported Caroline, by Dash- 
wood, the gr. dam of Nanev. 

Although Jane was bred this fal] to Lance, 


| by Otley, dam Anna Fisk, by Oliver. I am 


rather of the opinion that she is not in cal 
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Western Warmer and Gardemes’s Alm! still farther and lurger editions—he 


mana, 
Southern Edition, for 1843, 


| have met so much encourage- 
ment here for the publication of an 
edition of our Almanac in 1843, for 
circulation inthe South, that [ have 
pledged myself that such an edition 
shall be published. I have made or 
am making all the necessary arrange- 
ments for procuring the information 
needed—astronomical calculations; 
sittings of the courts; lists of public 
officers; with a mass of such other 
matter as will fill the space occupi- 
ed by the like information adapted 
to the Western States. The body 
of the work will be the same as in 
the edition for the last—inasmuch as 
it will consist of that information 
most needed here. The difference 
in the seasons can easily be deter- 
mined by any reader of judgment. 

Col. B. L. C. Wailes and Dr. M. 
W. Phillips have each promised me 
their valuable assistance on subjects 
in which their experience and op- 
portunities far exceed mine. 

As several thousand copies are 
already ordered in this State alone, 
and the probability being that an 
equally large circulation will be ob- 
tamed in Louisiana, Alabama, South 


Carolina,Georgia and Texas, and in | 


the lower parts of Arkansas and 
Tennessee, it will afford a most val- 
uable vehicle of advertising to the 
stock breeder, manufacturer of agrt 
cultural implements and machinery, 
the nursery and seedsman, &c., and 
also to the produce and commission 
merchant, the cotton factor, &c. 

Farther particulars, terms, &c. on 
my return home. 

Imay add that the Almanac for 
1842 has a circulation here, and 
meets with the approbation of all, 
far beyond my most anxious hopes. 
And it continues in such demand 
that the publisher must prepare for 
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will reap fair returns for his enier- 
prise. 





Projected Trip to Europe. 


I have now fully determined to 
set out from Cincinnati about the 
middle of March next, so as to afford 
time for examining into the state of 
things in the East, previous to sailing 
for Europe, about Ist May, on a 
like errand, as I have already re- 
ceived numerous orders for the pur- 
chase of stock, seeds, plants, imple 
ments, books, &c.; and as I shall! 
not only be able to make such se- 
lections as J think will please, but 
shall accompany the importations 
on their voyage myself, an oppor- 
tunity will be aflorded to those 
wishing to import agricultural stock, 
worthy of attention. My only ob- 
ject in doing so, after the improve- 
ment of our agriculture, is the hope 
that the small commission 1 shall 
charge, may aid me in the’ expense 
I must necessarily incur. 

Farther particulars in our next. 





The Fair at Baton Rouge. 


The following extracts from the 
Baton Rouge Gazette and tlie Con- 
cordia Intelligeucer, will give some 
idea of what we missed by our un- 
fortunate detention on our way down 
to attend the first meeting of the 
Louisiana State Agricultural Asso- 
ciation. Wecanonly _ for “ bet- 
ter luck next time.” e extract 
from the Intelligencer: 


During the day of Monday several blood- 
ed horses were exhibited and the premiums 
awarded. It wasa pleasure to see such men 
as Senator Barrow, John Buhler, Judge Mor- 
gan, Austin Duplantier, John Hueston, &c., 
take a deep interest in the association. The 
fair lasted for seven days. For the following 

articulars we are indebted to the Baton 
ate Gazette. 











= 


ae ee ee 





5 — 
= 


a 


Sa 


a 


f 
‘ 


a 
a 


—=e 5 








90 


Editorial Items from the South. 


Vou. Ill,’ 








—_—_--.. 





THE FAIR. 

Well, the Fair did open last Monday morn- 
ing, and altogether more brilliantly, too, than 
had been expected by many who believe 
there is nothing but **cane and Creoles” in 
Louisiana. Yes! there was no little disap- 
pointment on the occasion: Ist, those who 
from the beginning had given their hands 
and hearts to the matter, were most agreea- 
bly disappointed at seeing an assembly so 
large and respectable: 2d, those whose pre- 
judices led them to believe nothing was 
available without their counsel and hurrahs, 
and consequently to hope most devoutly that 
the fair would be no fair, suffered a sore dis- 
appointment in the incontestible evidence 
offered, that the people, en masse, take a deep 
and sincere interest in the project, 

Then again, there were other disappoint- 
ments: every body had heard of the Garrison 
in Baton Rouge, and every body knew Baton 
Rouge to be a pretty city; but very few ever 
conceived that Uncle Sara’s quarters here, 
for real beauty of construction and location, 
were far better worth a trip over the Atlantic 
for the sights, than either the Chatean de 
Neuilly on the Siene. the Palaceof St. James, 
or the famous Tower of London on the 
Thames. This beautiful spot, through the 


obliging urbanity of Capt. C. Morris, U.S. A., |! 


had been secured by the committee of ar- 
rangements, and here the fair was held. 
The rich view presented was a pleasing dis- 
appointment to many an admirer of the lovely 
and picturesque. 

» : * * * 

The objects exhibited, though the number 
might have been increased without difficulty, 
were all worthy the honor, and some of them 
such as to excite wonder as well as admira- 
tion, 


We regret that our limited space 
debars us from giving the published 
reports at length. 

The Intelligencer says that the 
ball that evening was magnificent. 
This is a new and a southern addi- 
tion to such meetings—we like it. 


** The second story of this large and splen- 
did edifice ‘ew U, S. Hospital) was adurned 
in a style of taste and beauty scareely ever 
surpassed. The prize specimens of agricul- 
tural products exhibited at the fair, were as- 
signed appropriate places around the hall 
and enriched with evergrecns and flowers 


In conclusion, we join in the language of 
the Baton Rouge Gazette, and say, that next 
year a convention of planters, animals and 
things will be seen, that will astonish even 
the ancient inhabitants of Red Stick. On 
that occasion Concordia will contend with 
Iberville, from a long gourd up to the fattest 
hog, the finest cow and the noblest horse. 

Your hand, Mr. Hueston—let us fly the 
agricultural flag.” 


Aye, pray do, gentlemen. We 
know not where we could look for 
two more able or zeulous auxilinries, 
You will find, too, that it will by ne 
means detract from the interest of 
your papers in the eyes of your 
readers. 

We pen this on board the “ Cres- 
cent City,” on our way to visit Ba- 
ton Rouge and its vicinity, and will 
report in a future number. 





The Poor Indian, 


As the winter approaches, the few mem- 
bers of the Choctaw tribe, scaitered over Mis- 
sissippi, begin to draw near the towns, bring- 
ing in game for sale--and baskets, blow- 
guns, &e. I saw numbers of them in Vicks- 
burg, Natchez, Baton Rouge, and their neigh- 
borhoods, and felt an extreme degree of in- 
terest in them. I had been amongst the 
Shawnees, Potawatomies, Sioux and other 
tribes, and had noticed them all closely wut 
was attracted by none so much as by these 
Choctaws, 

Their game, brought to market, consists 
principally of squirrels, ducks, &c., with ap 
occasiona) venison, whieh all bring them pret- 
ty good prices. Se far as I could observe, 
they always first secured a supply of powder 
and lead, after which they lay in a stock of 
“fire-water,”” that destroyer of their race. 
This they pass generously around, every one 
of their company partaking—:hough I ob- 
served that where six or eight were in com- 
pany, and where each man had his ritie and 
his scalping knife by him, there was always 
one who remained perfectly sober. The wor 
men too drank but sparingly, thoagh evident- 
ly as fond of the poison as the men. They 
pass the bottle round leisurely,each taking 4 
sup from its mouth, and all standing or sit- 





7 


ee as their merits seemed to demand. ‘The/| ting in positions full of grace. I have never 

A ott largest pumpkin exhibited weighed 100 Ibs., || heard a quarrelsome word passed; though 
i ae and it got a central position on one of the || they frequently, no doubt, have violent dis- 
ae? mantles; it was converted into a sort of || putes, which would end in bloodshed but for 
na chandelier—being studded all r with || the women, or the one man remaining sober. 
i ae ande| g studded all over . 1e man remainin ° 
1 bright lights. The largest potatoes exhibited || By noon they are generably scattered round 


an a beastly state of intoxication. Poor 
wretches, how I pitied them! Though they 
seem happy, drunk or sober. 
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were equally honored, and as we looked at 
pumpkin and potatoes, we thought of Con- 
cordia, &c. 
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At Baton Rouge | observed a party of | 
four—an old man, two young ones, and a| 
squaw, apparently about eighteen, and the 
wife of one of the young men, a fine looking 
athletic fellow. They seemed to have finish- 
ed their trading, and had commenced upon 
the bottle. Iremarked, before they had be- 
gun to feel the effects of the spirit, that the hus- 
band of the woman, rummaged in his pouch 
for what money he had and handed it over 
to her for safe keeping. She sat meekly and 
silently behind him—though I repeatedly 
spoke to her, and bought one of her neatly 
worked cane-split baskets, I could not elicit 
a word except the “two bit,”? in answer to 
my inquiry of the price. Her dress was a 
loose calico gown, with a white Mackinaw 
hlanket drawn over her shoulders, white 
metal ear-rings, several strings of beads round 
her neck, five or six plain rings on one fin- 
ger, and a brass ring round her arm or wrist, 
with a dotted tattooed line running back from 
each corner of the mouth, towards the ear, 
constituted the ornaments. In spite of the 
unwashed hands, arms and face, she was 
rather comely, and with quite a pleasing ex- | 
pression. ‘The hand and foot, though dirty | 
and chopped, were beautifully formed, as 
were also the arm and neck. When her lord 
moved on, without casting even a look on 
her, she followed, and when he stopped, she | 
seated herself cross-legged on the ground | 
behind him. Some two hours afterwards I | 
observed them again—the men brutally, mis-— 
erably drunk, and strewed along the street in | 
the most helpless condition. The wife! the 
woman, even in this state of nature—-patient, 
enduring, suffering—but still affectionate— 
in short woman! Though evidently no new 
thing to her, she yet seemed anxious, and sat 
near her helpless husband, with her eye fix- 
ed upon him. In his agony—for he was 
dreadful sick--he cast his blanket aside, his 
only covering, with the exception of his 
leather leggings and his moccasins. She im- 
mediately crossed the street and drew it 
carefully over him, head and all—having al- 
ready rendered alike service to the others, 
Was it a wonder that I felt my love and re- 
spect for her sex strengthened? Alas! the 
poor Indian. 








Gn Essay on the Importance of Lime in 
Soils.--No. 3. 


BY DARIUS LAPHAM, CIVIL ENGINEER, 


Chemical analysis informs us that vegeta- 
ble tissue, or woody fibre, consists of Carbon, 


—__ 
whatever may be contained beneath the sur- 
face of the earth, in a condition suitable to 
be absorbed; and thence by some unknown 

rocess of vitality, the substances are assim- 
ilated and distributed throughout the plant, 
and form by successive accumulations a new 
vegetable structure. In addition to the pro- 
per food of plants, the different species of the 
vegetable kingdom require various inorganic 
substances for their full and perfect develope- 
ment, The silica found in the stems of the 
cereal and graminous plants, and the phos- 
phate and carbonate of lime, which is essen- 
tial to the perfection of all kinds of grain, are 
familiar examples. Soils, therefore, must be 
capable of supplying to the roots of plants, 
mot only the substances which afford their 
proper food, but likewise the several inor- 
ganic substances which the particular spe- 
cies of plants under cultivation may require; 
and it is not only necessary that the soil 
should contain in itself all the substances 
which may be required for the production of 
any given vegetable, but these substances 
must be present and exist in such a state, 
that they may be capable of being absorbed 
and assimilated by the roots of plants; for 








instance, silica may be abundant in the soil, 
but unless some alkali be present to dissolve 
it, it cannot be absorbed or assimilated bv 


the plants. So also with humus; if it be in 
an insoluble state, the plants cannot absorb 
it, and appropriate its component parts to the 
formation of a new plant; but so soon as air, 
moisture, or an alkali comes in contact with 
the humus, it is rapidly dissolved and as- 
sumes a form in which the roots are enabled 
to absorb and appropriate it. So it is with 
other substances; manure camnot be absoro- 
ed by plants in its gross state, it requires t» 
oe a certain degree of fermentation ana 
putrefaction before its constituents can be 
taken up by plants; and even then, it may be 
so combined with acids or other substances, 
as to be thereby rendered incapable of af- 
fording nourishment to plants until lime or 
some other alkaline substance has been ap- 
plied to neutralize the acids, or change the 
character of the substances, so as to make 
them soluble, and convert them into a state 
proper to be absorbed by the roots of plants, 

We are indebted to the Noachian deluge 
for a great many blessings, besides the osten- 
sible one recorded in scripture, of purifying 
the world from itsiniquitiesof mankind. To 
the powerful effects of this mighty rush of 
waters, we are chiefly indebted for the pul- 
verization of the various rock formations, 
and their transportation and distribution over 
the whole surface of the globe, forming those 





oxygen, hydrogen and nitrogen, together with 
earthy, saline. and metallic basis. Plants 
assimilage these various substances by means 
of their vascular organization. The leaves 
absorb from the atmosphere, oxygen, car- 
bonic acid and water; and the roots extract 


soils which the geologists have termed dilivi- 
al. T'o this deluge we are indebted for the 
universal dispersion over the globe, of the 
various seeds of the various kinds of plants, 
and of the diffusion and incorporation of hu- 
mus throughout all the soils which cover the 
surface of the earth. 








from the soil, in a liquid or gaseous state, 
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a 
In the early period of the earih’s existeace, 
end during the two thousand years previous 
to Noah’s flood, vegetation of all kinds ap- 
pears to have been of rapid er and of ex- 
traordinary Juxuriance. If it be admitted 
that humus was an original created substance, 
and was incorporated into the soil which was 
first appropriated to the production of plants; 
this extraordinary growth of the vegetable 
kingdom may be easily accounted for, by 
considering that the original soil was perfect 
in its composition and constitution, as it 
came from the hands of the Creator. Dur- 
ing the period of time, from the creation of 
the vegetable kingdom, to the general de- 
luge, a vast accumulation of organic matter 
in the form of humus, must have covered the 
surface of the soil; and by means of that gen- 
eral catastrophe, which changed the features 
of the whole earth, this vast accumulation 
of vegetable substances in the various stages 
of decay and decomposition, was blended 
end incorporated, and transported with the 
rolling sands, clays and other earths, and 
when the waters subsided, a soil was dis- 
tributed over the surface of the earth, con- 
taining a large amount of vegetable matter 
in the form of humus, and undecayed wood, 
and the sees of the various tribes of plants 
which had previously existed. These sub- 
stances were thus laid up as it were in a 
store house for future use; and whenever we 
excavate into this diluvial stratum, where it 
has not been disturbed, and expose new sur- 
faces to the air and moisture, a new soil is 
svon formed, capable of sustaining vegeta- 
tion; and what is still more remarkable, new 
species of plants will x ae eben arise out 
of this new soil, entirely different from those 
which have been for ages growing upon the 
surface of this same stratum of earth. When- 
ever forests are clecred, and the soil left toa 
spontaneous growth, new species of trees and 
lants take the place of those previously ex- 
isting. These must of course be produced 
from the seeds which have been preserved in 
the earth during many ages, and which the 
yemoval of the forest has allowed to gerii- 
nate. An example of the incorporation of 
humus and wood in diluvial earth, may be 
seen at the tunnel at Nomh Bend. Large 
fragments of wood, of the species of the pine 
tribe, are found one hundred feet below the 
surface, imbedded in the diluvial stratum, 
through which the tunnel is excavated. The 
conversion of this earth into soil may like- 
wise be observed at the same place. Wher- 
ever a fissure or crack occurs from the drying 
and shrinking of this earth when exposed, 
‘the water will penetrate into it, and dissolve 
the humus contained in the earth, which 
changes its color and character, so as to ren- 
der it capable of producing vegetation; and 
the roots of plants may be seen extending 
themselves into these fissures in search of the 
humus, which the air and moisture has dis- 
solved and converted into the food of plants. 
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This orginal humus, may, however, be 
combined with acids, either mineral or vere. 
table; (according to Dr. Jackson, humus it. 
self is composed of acids;) in which state the 
air and moisture will not act upon it so as w 
dissolve it, and in such case the application 
of lime, or an alkali, is necessary tu neutralize 
the acids, and bring the humus iv such ag 
state that the atmospheric agents may dis. 
solve it, and render it capable of becoming 
food for plants. This condition of the hu- 
mus is indicated by the general sterility of 
soils, which in all other respects present a pro- 
per constitution; and by the scanty growth of 
acid plants, such as pine, sorrel, sour dock, &e, 

This view of the origin of hunius, rativn- 
ally accounts for the surprising etiects pro- 
duced on worn out soils by the recent prae- 
tice of deep subsoil ploughing. A new sup. 
ply of humus is brought to the surface; and 
calcareous matter being almost universally 
tound in diluvial strata, it is thrown up with 
the subsoil, and being incorporated with the 
surface soil, renovates and improves the field. 

There is, however, a wide distinction to 
be made between the original humus, the 
origin of which has been traced above, and 
that which is produced artificially, by means 
of the application of fresh vegetable or ani- 
mal substances, The one is already manutfac- 
tured to our hand, and the production of the 
latter has exercised the ingenuity of scientilic 
agriculturists for many years past. And this 
is the great object to be sought by practical 
farmers, 

The best method of producing artificial hu 
mus, the material from which plants chiefly 
derive their food. 

Calcareous earth may be applied advan- 
tageously to soils in three different forms: 

ist. In the form of calcined lime, either 
slaked or unslaked. 

2d. In the form of carbonate of lime, either 
powdered limestone or shell marl. or marly 
clay, or in any other form in which it can be 
procured and incorporated with the soil. 

3d. In the form of sulphate of lime, or 
gypsum—plaster of paris. 

Dr. Dana and Professor Hitehcock recom- 
mend the use of lime on soils, and state that 
its action is threefold, each distinct. Ist. It 
isa neutraliser. Lime, either in its calcined 
state, or in the form of a carbonate, wil! com- 
bine with any acids that may exist in a soil 
in a free state. If the carbonate of lime as 
employed, the earbonic acid which it con- 
tained is set free, and becomes food for 
plants. 2d. Itisadecomposer. Many of the 
metalic oxides will be decomposed by lime, 
and their components will form new con 
binations, or be absorbed by plants. But ac- 
cording to Dr. Dana’s views of geine, the soil 
may coutain abundant geates; that is, gel¢ 
acid will combine with the earths and metals 
and form salts, not easily soluble, but which 
lime will decompose and render soluble. 

It is a converter. ‘The great use of lime 164 
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converter, turning solid and insoluble geine, 


nay, 1 go farther, solid vegetable fibre into solu- 
ble vegetable food.” 

Sir H. Davy says, thet when lime, whether 
freshly burned or slaked, is mixed with any 
moist fibrous vegetable matter, there is a 
strong action between the lime and the vege- 
table matter, and they form a kind of com- 
post together, of which a part is usually solu- 
ble in water. By this kind of operation lime 
renders matter wnich was before compara- 
tively inert, nutritive, 

Dr. Jackson, in the Geological Report of 





‘Rhode Island, recommends the use of lime 


in combination with vegetable and animal 
matters in the compost heap, and depends 
upon its property of neutralizing the acidity 
of the humus of soils, after the compost has 
been incorporated with the soil. 


Mr. Edmund Ruffin, in his Essay on Cal- | 


careous manures, gives the following as his 
views of the action of ** carbonate of lime” in 
soils. Caicareous earth possesses the power 
to combine with and retain putrescent ma- 
nures, (whether of animal or vegetable ori- 
rin) in the soil, and they undergo a chemical 
combination of such nature that the air, sun, 
or rain cannot separate them, and nothing 
but the attractive power of growing plants 
can effect the separation of the parts of this 
compound manure. And the second pro- 
perty of calcareous earth is the power of 
neutralizing acids which the soil or manures 
may contain. He says, page 31: The pres- 
ence of acids, by preventing or retarding pu- 
trefaction, keeps the vegetable matter inert, 
sndeven hurtfal on cultivated land; and the 
crops are still further injured by taking up 
the poisonous acid with their nutriment. <A 
sufficient quantity of calcareous earth, mixed 
with a soil, will immediately neutralize the 
acid, and destroy its powers; the soil, releas- 
ed from its baneful influence, will be render- 
ed capable for the first time, of exerting the 
fertility which it really possessed. Calcare- 
ous earth has the further power of altering 
both the texture and absorbancy of the soils. 

Hitherto, gypsum has been supposed to 
operate as a stimulant in its action upon 
growing plants. ‘The discoveries of Profes- 
sor Liebig have afforded an elegant solution 
of the action of gypsum on lands, * The 
carbonate of ammonia, contained in rain wa- 
ter, is decomposed by gypsum, and soluble 
sulphate of ammonia and carbonate of lime 
are formed; and this salt of Ammonia, pus- 
Sessing no volatility, is consequently re- 
tained in the soil.” Both these salts, how- 
ever, act upon the humus contained in the 
soil, and prepare it for the use of growing 
plants. 

The cheapest and perhaps the best method 
of producing artificial humus, and applying 
it to exhausted soils, is that of turning under 
green crops. For this purpose, clover and 
buckwheat have been principally used, in 
Consequence of these plants exhausting but 
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little humus from the svil; and obtaining 
their principal nourishment from the atmos- 
phere, up to the time of flowering. When 
these plants are turned under and completely 
imbedded in the soil, the vegetable matter 
undergoes fermentation and putrefaction in 
from ten to tifteen days, according to the 
favorable or unfavorable state of the weather. 
The gaseous products of the fermentation 
are imbibed by the soil ly:ng over the vegeta- 
ble matter, and the solid and fluid products 
remain inthe soil, and at length if not dis- 
turbed, become incorporated and mixed with 
it. But should the ground be again plough- 
ed before the decomposition has been com- 
pleted, for the purpose of putting in the 
crop, as is the general practice, the greater 
part of the gaseous and fluid products of the 
vegetable matter becumes dissipated in the 
air and are lost. 

To prevent this waste of vegetable matter, 
and also to bring it more rapidly into a state 
fit for the use of the growing crop; it is 
papenes that immediately before turning 
under the green crop, that fifieen to twenty 
bushels of fresh slakea lime, be sown upon 
each acre, and that the crop be immediately 
ploughed under, and the sod laid flat by the 
roller. Upon thisa crop of wheat may be 
sown, or corn planted, as may best suit the 
convenience of the farmer to plough in his 
green crop in the spring or fall. The lime 
will produce fermeniation in the vegetable 
matter immediate/y, and wil! absorb the car- 
bonic acid gas, and will also combine with 
the vegetable matter in such manner as to 
retain it and prevent its waste in any other 
manner than by the action of the plants 
growing upon the soil. If clover be employ- 
ed, its growth may be augmented by the use 
of gypsum. 

If a sufficient quantity of lime has been 
spread mi the land, it will also neutralize 
any acids which the soil may contain, or 
which the vegetable matter thus added to it 
may produce. And should there be any in- 
soluble **original” humus still remaining 
in the soil, the lime will convert that like- 
wise into food for the growing crop. Such 
plants, also, as require lime to perfect their 
seeds, [and all plants cultivated for tood re- 
quire it,] will be thus furnished with that es- 
sential ingredient. 

In the process of ploughing in the green 
crop, the plough should go to the depth of 
the roots, and a second piough should follow 
the first in the same furrow, and turn up an 
additional quantity of earth upon the sod to 
receive the enriching and fertilizing matters 
generated by the decomposition of the sod. 

The primary importance of the presence 
of lime in soils is a subject of controversy 
among scientific men; and its effects upon 
the soils and manures, whether chemical or 
mechanical. is but little understood by them, 
and the subject is still less understood by the 
practical farmers themselves. Whoever shal 
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94 Cherry and Sampson. 


Vou. I, 








publish a concise and practical work, suited 
to the comprehension of the practical farmers 
of the United States, on the various ** ehem- 
ical changes, comb‘nations, and decomposi- 
tions that take place in manures and soils, 





— 


by which certain known elements are brought 
into action and made to subserve the wants 
of growing plants,” will confer a great bless. 
ing upon his fellow map, and supply a desid 
eratum very much needed. , 








SS 
S 





CHERRY, 


Grey and black spotted, bred by and the pro- | 


perty of Dr. S. D. Martin, a Woburn sow, was 
got by Furlough,dam Courtesan, by Match- 


Grey and black spotted, is given asa speci- 
nen of the alloyed Woburn. He was got by 
Magnum Bonum, d. Dr. Martin’s old Wo- 
burn sow, Pennsylvania. He measures five 
feet six inches from his ear to his tail. five 
feet ten inches around the heart and flank, 





SAMPSON, 


| 


| 


less, gr. d. Kentuckiana, (alias Dr. Martin's 
old premium sow,) by Superior, gr. gr. d. 
Dr. Martin’s old Woburn sow, Pennsylvania, 





and six feet around the middie of the body. 

Magnum Bonum was a descendant of one 
of the Woburn sows brought to Kentucky 
by Wm. Poston, and was understood to have 
in him Caleutta and big China blood, 
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S. D. Martin’s Letter. 95 








For the Farmer and Gardener. 
CoLByviLLe Ky. January 7th 1842. 

Gentlemen.— Y our — containing Mr. 
Mahard’s piece in the Dec. No. did not reach 
me until to-day, I regret that you did not 
accompany it with my reply to his piece 
which was published inthe Kentucky Far- 
mer, that the antidote might have accom- 

ied the poison. 

Pthe first fact given by Mr. M. isnearly true. 
Mr. Taylor is a nephew of my wife. His 
second statement bas no foundation what- 
Mr. Weathers is not now, and never 
wasmy tenant. This Mr. Mahard did not 
jecrn at my house. The unworthy tsinua- 
fin therefore utterly fails. Mr. Weathers 
was sclected on account of his honor, prob- 
ity, and business habits. 

"‘T now in addition to the statement of Mr. 
Weathers have that of Wiiliam Blair, Esq., 
who set the weights down on a blank leaf in 
his pock et-!ook as Mr. Taylor cried them, 
roving that Courtenay did gain thirty pounds. 
Mr. Taylor wetghed ail the sows both times. 

Mr. M. whe appears to be anxioug that the 
rublick should Know the facts of the case, 
furgets to mention that in his presence Mr. 
Tavior declineé ancther trial, What my 
hogs hare dune, they can do again. 

He aiso keeps out of view the circum- 
stance of Patience being made sick, by try- 
ing to eat as much as a Black Berkshire, 
and with all this disadvantage still gaining 
as much upon the same allowance. This 
gainisa fact that ao person quibbles about. 

Every fact stated above is susceptible of 
the amplest proof, and the weights kept by 
every person present agree. And the only 
evidence against all this testimony is the 
supposition of an interested person that he 
himself had made a mistake, but could net 
tel) how. 

Althongh I never expected to see our **prt- 
rte conversation,” in the papers, still it 
would have been gratifying, if Mr. M. had 
rontined himself to facts in detailing it. 

The hogs were weighed on Monday morn- 
ing and again on Wednesday about sun- 
down: these are also facts that can be proved, 
Ido not now recollect what Courtenay ate 
in those dhree days, but presume she had 
plenty. Any man that will try it will find 
that a Berkshire sow will eatin three days 
double what Mr. M. says Courtenay ate. 
Nordo I wonder that Mr. M. should think 
itimpossible for a hog to gain thirty pounds 
of flesh upon fifty-two (another misstatement 
6! lbs.) pounds of corn: Every man that 
feeds black Berkshires will come to the same 
conclusion. 

There appears to be an organized combi- 
nation to write my hogs down, even breeders 
of black Berkshires who acknowledge they 
do not know what they are, are engaged in 
this business. From New York to Ten- 
nhessee and even Alabama this combination 
extends. Witness the extract from his Tus- 


ever. 











cumbia correspondent; my correspondent 
writes me that the person to whom I sent 


pigs there ‘tare very much pleased with 
them.”? 

I too, could publish correspondence, but 
what has that to do with this controversy ? 
It is not opinions but facts we want. Those 
alluded to by Mr. M. in the Agriculturist 
with some more added I will give you. 

The astonishment ceases that Mr. M. 
should at last be willing to furnish pigs to be 
fed when I see by his advertisements that he 
has Windsor Castle and other imported boars 
in his piggery. 

Well I will furnish three Woburns and 
three **Martin pigs” to be fed against three 
black Berkshires each. 

The Martin pigs shall not have a drop of 
black Berkshire blood in them. 

But if Mr. M. should fear to feed against 
the **Martin pig” and determine to lave the 
whole bargain in his own hands, I will take 
his proposition just as he made it and furnish 
six Woburns to be fed with his six Black 
Berkshires. 

I now repeat those facts, every one of 
which are susceptible of the fullest proof. 

Ist. Itis a fact, that in the only trial that } 
have known to determine this matter, the 
Woburn Patience was proved to be a smalle: 
eater than the Berkshire Belinda. 

2d. It isa fact, that in the trial between 
the two Mr. Barclays, the Woburn boar beat 
the Berkshire fifty pounds in thirty days feed- 
ing. 

3d. It is a fact, that in the trial between 
Mr. Fanning and me, that my pigs gained 
forty pounds more in 61 days than his did in 
120 days. 

4th. It isa fact, that my pigs weighed near 
200 pounds heavier than Mr. Fanning’s at 
six months old. 

Sth. It is a fact, that Mr. Fanning said hie 
pigs were “*very fine,’? and the largest in 
this vicinity of their age.” 

Gth. It is a fact, that Courtenay (a Wo- 
burn,) gained in ten days, nine |b. more than 
the Berkshire Belinda, (each fed upon 52 lbs. 
of corn by a disinterested person.) 

7th. It is a fact, that the Woburn Courte- 
nay, though the poorest of the three when 
put up, weighed 123 lbs, more than the Berk- 
shire, consequently had that much more to 
support out of her allowance, 

Sth. It isa fact, that Patience, though made 
sick by trying to eat as much as Belinda, the 
Berkehire, still gained as much in ten days 
upon the same allowance. 

9th. Itisa fact, that rien the breeders 
of black Berkshires have been hunting a year, 
they have not found a pig with any of that 
blood, winter fed, that weighed as much at 
8 months and seven days old, as those I fed 
with Mr. Fanning. 

10th. It is a fact, that in feeding my pigs, 
there was more than 200 per cent. difference 
in favor of warm weather. 
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96 Breeding. 


Vor. III, 
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lith. tis a facet, that the breeders of black 
Berkshires, instead of meeting my hogs fairly 
and honestly, are attempting to wrtte them 
down. From the above facts it is proved 
(in the case of Patience and Belinda,) that 


the Woburns are the smallest consumers, ay 
that they and their crosses will nearly double 
the black Berkshires in growth and fatiep. 


ing. 


8. D. MARTIN, 
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The a>ove is a portrait of the Boar 
“Hoax” the property of our friend Richard 
Allen, Esq., of Jessamin Co. Ky. His dam 
s Dr. Martin’s imported white Neopolitan 
sow, sire, the Doctor’s white Berkshire Boar 


Albion. 
A cross of the ebove Boar on the Woburn 















would, we presume, form a genuine Martin 
hog, and no man that we know of, is more 
able to bring out the sam» in all the perfec. 
tion it iscapable of acquiring. Mr. Allen 
being also a Woburn breeder has al! the fa. 
cilities if he feels so disposed. 











Breeding. 

The puration of tire in the swine, 
is said by naturalists, to extend 
to twenty or thirty years, who 
report that the soar continues to 
grow totheend ofthe term. Swine 
are ready for procreation at the age 
of seven months, but the male is un- 
profitable for that purpose until 
twelve months old, ms § is in his 
prime at two years. In other re- 
spects, the age of swine is matter 
of small concern, since they are 
never kept until they are old; and 
it is the custom with many breeders 
to slaughter even their most prolific 
sows in the second year. The 
voung sows to be preserved for 


breeding, should be chosen with 
deep and capacious bellies, the full 
number of teats, and of the most 


ere or widest general form. 
I The term of GEsTATION in swine Is 
four months, or one hundred and 
fifteen days, with a very few days 
variation, producing three litters of 
from five to twelve pigs each, in 
about eighteen months, supposing 
the pigs to be weaned; but in two 
or three months less time, the pigs 
being suckled for roasters. 

I have, however, found, and more 
especially in the large breeds, that 
a litter of a moderate number 38 
most profitable, since in the most 
numerous litters there are generally 
several undersized and weak ind 
viduals. 

Thus a litter of nine or ten 
good pigs may bring more profit 
than a litter of thirteen or fourteen 
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